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John Murray Carnochan. 

Joan Murray Carnocuan was born in the City 
of Savannah, Georgia, in the year 1817, and can 
boast of honorable descent from General IsraEu 
Potyam, of Revolutionary repute. While he was 
quite young he was taken by his parents, to Scot- 
land, where his father’s relatives made home con- 
genial and took charge of the mind. During a 
long residence in Edinburgh he attended the high 
school, whose principles and system of education 
were of excellent character. Entering the Univer- 
sity of Ediuburgh, young Carnocuan followed out 
the regular course, and was graduated at the end 
of the last term. This ground work of the intellect 
has been fully appreciated by the Doctor in after 
life; and conduces, in no slight manner, to render 
the appreciation of the philosophy of disease a 
source of exquisite enjoyment. : 

Soon after this period of literary application, 
young CarnocuAn returned to his native land and 
entered the office of Dr. Vatentine Mort, whose 
reputation as an expounder and efficient practi- 
tioner was at its zenith. Here the main precepts 
of an eventful life, in surgery, were unfolded and 
as readily imbibed by a medical student of no 
ordinary stamp and remarkable facility in com- 
prehending phenomena. 

It was about this time that Dr. CarnocHan 


‘ made an elaborate dissection of the foot, laid bare 


almost microscopic ramifications of delicate nerve 
fibres, and presented to the view of his senior 
professors a specimen as interesting and truthful 
as it was remarkable ard instructive. 

A second sojourn in Europe was next under- 


‘ taken, and the clinical lectures of the best men ! 


of genius and experience attended, in Paris, 
London, and Edinburgh. When we take into 
consideration the fact that no schools in medi- 
cine and its adjunct sciences surpassed those 
consulted by Dr. Carnocnan, and also bear 
in mind that a great portion of his leisure was 
employed in conscientious dissections, we can 
readily account for his present high position; and 
fully understand why he is willing to perform 
‘unheard-of operations’’ for the alleviation of 
afflicted humanity. 

In the year 1847 Dr. Carnocuan came to the 
City of New York as a practicing surgeon, and 
took up his residence in the centre of the Metro- 
polis. In a very short time his delicacy of 
manipulation was made known, and the success, 
resulting from several rare and equally bold 
operations, revealed the truth, and prepared the 
community to secure his services when danger 
was at hand. Speaking of the Doctor during 
these years, a cotemporary states that he ‘* per- 
formed great achievements which were regarded 
as such at home and abroad.’’ In 1851 he was 
appointed Surgeon-in-chief of the State Emigrant 
Hospital of New York, a position full of respon- 
sibility and requiring the best practical surgical 
skill in the country, to arrest disease and relieve 
pain. Though thirteen years have transpired, the 
Doctor still retains his place, and seeks, by the 
novelty of life’s issues, to instruct the young and 
sooth the sick! 

In 1852 a dreadfally aggravated case of Elephan- 
tiasis Arabum was presented to the Doctor and his 
opinion requested., Many remedies, internal and 
external had been tried with no appreciable 
benefit. On the contrary the patient grew worse, 
and as a last resource Dr. CaRnocHan was called 
in. Judging from certain deductions as to what 
was best, he at length cut down and tied 
the femoral artery, watched the effect carefully, 
and came forth conqueror. During the same year 
he successfully removed from a patient the whole 
of the lower jaw, with the disarticulations of both 
condyles, trusting to the vis medicatrix nature 
which did not fail him in the needful hour! 

In 1854 Dr. Carnocuan performed what would 
seem incredible to the unenlightened. He ex- 
sected the entire ulna ofa patient’s forearm, and so 





effectually and successfully that the loss of either 
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motion or a practical use of the limb was not | 
experienced. On another occasion he removed 
the entire radius for a disease that called for this | 
or amputation of the whole of the forearm. This | 
is relative anatomy and practical surgery brought | 
down to facts and reduced to that welcome and | 
most fascinating ‘‘Q. E. D.”’ | 
In the year 1856 Dr. Carnocnan performed his | 
great, original and truly wonderful operation. | 
This, indeed, did more for his foreign reputation 
than any of his previous undertakings. A patient, | 


suffering from the most excruciating neuralgia, 
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Proceedings of the Medical Society of the State 
of Pennsylvania, at its Fifseenth Annual Ses- 
sion, in Philadelphia, June, 1864. . 

The Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania 
met on Wednesday, June 8, 1864, at the Hall of the 
College of Physicians. 

Dr. A. W. GRIFFITHS was called to the chair. 

After a statement by the Permanent Secretary 
relative to the clashing of this meeting with that of 
| the American Medical Association, which convened 


applied for that greatest of all boons—relief! but jn New York, June 7, and the action already taken 
in vain. Death alone promised a respite from the | by a large number of the delegates, on motion the 
full sized tortures chronically borne. Dr. Caryo- | Society adjourned to meet at the same place on 


cHAN thought and acted. He cut down and re-| 
moved the entire trunk of the second branch of | 
the fifth pair of cranial nerves, making slow and | 
sure-footed progress from the infra-orbital foramen | 
to the foramen rotundum at the very base of the | 
skull. I may venture to say that this has never | 
been done by any other man, and many years will | 
elapse ere another surgeon, though surcharged | 


with an apoplexy of anatomical theories, will dare | 
to leave the practical details of an earthly sphere | 
and enter willingly the tufted chamber of the | 
human mind. Many ‘Cutters’? go through life | 
without even having seen the majestic and san- | 
guinary hip-joint operation, but Dr. Carnocuay, | 
himself, has performed it five times. 

In 1851 the Doctor was elected Professor of the | 
Principles and Operations of Surgery in the New 


York Medical College, and has held that office till | 


Wednesday, June 15, 1864. 
June 15, 1864. 


The Society met pursuant to adjournment. 

The President Dr. Witson JEWELL, in the chair. 

Rev. Mr. Henscn, of Philadelphia, opened the ses- 
sion with prayer. 

Dr. A. NEBINGER, on behalf of the Committee 
of Arrangements of Philadelphia, welcomed the 
delegates, and presented the following programme 
for holding sessions :— 

Sessions to be held at 4 P. M.on Wednesday, and 
at 10 A. M. and 4 P. M. on Thursday and Friday. 

Invitations to various places of public interest 
were given, and the card of membership will admit 
to all. Tickets were also furnished for the Great 
Central Fair. 

On motion the President appointed a Committee 
on Credentials—Drs. T. Green, of Northampton, W. 
Mayberry, of Philadelphia, and G. F. Horton, of 
Bradford. 

This Committee reported a list of delegates as 
duly accredited, after which the President delivered 
the Annual Address. , 

He alluded to the building now occupied by the 


very recently. His manner is easy, affable, and | Society, and detailed at some length the history of 


courteous ; while his personal appearance is intel- | 
lectual, dignified, and eminently prepossessing. 
There is, however, an air of perfect self-possession 
on the eve of serious operations, which greatly 
inspires confidence. 

Dr. Carnocuan’s works are in substance, as 
follows : 

Lecture on partial amputation of the foot. 

Lecture on Lithotomy and Lithotrity. 

Treatise on Congenital Dislocations. 
York, 1850). 

Contributions to Operative Surgery: Published | 
in Philadelphia and most elegantly illustrated. 

Sepicior’s Fracté de Médicine Opéretoire, band- 
ages et appareils. 

And Kart Roxrransky’s Hanbuch der patho- 
logischen anatomie ; translated into English. 


( New 








_To prevent the unpleasant taste of Medicines. 

We are informed by Mr. Wm. H. H. Girnens, a 
practical apothecary of this city that the extremely 
bitter taste of quinia, aloes, etc., etc , may be so dis- 
guised by mixing with pulverized extract of liquorice 
that children and others will take it without diffi- 
culty. He finds also tannicacid answers a similar 





purpose but to a less degree. 


the early founders of the College of Physicians. He 
spoke in fitting terms of the value of such a hall to 
| the profession as a common centre around which 
medical organizations may rally, and concluded by 
a glowing tribute to the memory of the late members, 
Profs. R. P. Thomas and Franklin Bache. 

On motion, thanks were tendered to Dr. JEweLL, 
and a copy requested for publication. 

On motion, Dr. J. A. Lanpis, of Blair county, was 
invited to a seat in the Society. 

On motion, the roll and minutes were dispensed 
with. Reports from Susquehanna and Blair County 
Medical Society were read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publication. 

On motion of Dr. Emanvet, of Delaware county, 
each county was requested to appoint a representa- 
tive to form a Nominating Committee. 

On motion of Dr. NEBINGER, a recess was taken 
and on reassembling the following were announced 
to constitute said Committee: 

Drs. 8. M. Ross, Beaver; R. Clarke, Blair; J. F. 
Rich. Bucks; A. Parsons, Bradford; J. Price, ‘‘hes- 
ter; W. Anderson, Indiana; T. F. Campbell, Hun- 
tingdon; T. C. Yeager, Lehigh; W. R. Hull, 
Lycoming; J. N. Evans, Montgomery; P. B. Brienig, 


| Northampton ; Jas. Galbraith, Perry ; W. Mayberry, 


Philadelphia; L. A. Smith Susquehanna; W. M. 
Bickley, Susquehanna Union; J. F. Treichler, 
Schuylkill ; and R. Brown, Westmoreland. 

The Treasurer, Dr. MAYBERRY presented his 
annual report which on motion was referred to an 
Auditing Committee consisting of Drs. W. Town- 
send, Cuester; W. L. Atlee, Philadelphia ; and G. F. 
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Hutton, Bradford ; who report that they had examined 
the accounts and found them correct. 

Report of Committee to organize Lycoming county. 
read and referred to Pub. Committee. 

On motion adjourned until 4 P. M. 


4P. M. Wednesday, June 16. 


MEDICAL 


President in chair. 

Reading minutes dispensed with. 

Reports from Chester, Montgomery, and Indiana 
County Medical Societies, were presented and re- 
ferred to Publication Committee. 

The report of the Commissioners to the Medical 
Society of New Jersey was read and referred. 

On motion of Dr. Conprg, a committee of three 
was appointed to report unfinished business. 

- rmamamaailiraee Condie, McMurray, and Town- 
send. 

Dr. ConDIE made some very interesting remarks 
upon the subject matter of the reports which had 
been read. 

The Publication Committee reported that they had 
printed six hundred and fifty copies of the Trans- 
actions for 1863, of which five hundred and seventy- 
nine had been distributed and seventy-one yet 
remained. 

An invitation was received and accepted frqm Dr. 
R. J. Levis to visit the United States General Hos- 
pital under his charge. 

Dr. Mayserry offered the following amendment 
to the Constitution, which, according to rule, was 
laid over until next session. Amend Art. viii. to 
read as follows :— 

Funds for defraying the expenses of the annual 
meetings and current expenses of the Society shall 
be raised by a contribution of two dollars from each 
delegate and permanent member in attendance on 
the annual sessions of the Society, and by an assess- 
ment for the balance on the County Societies in 
proportion to the number of delegates to which said 
Society may be entitled. 

After calling the roll and reading the minutes of 
the session the Society adjourned until 10 A. M. on 
Thursday. 


Tuurspay, 10 A. M., June 16. 

President in the chair. 

Roll called. Minutes read and approved. 

Report of Beaver county was read and referred to 
Publication Committee. 

The Committee on Credentials made an additional 
report which was accepted and the delegate recog- 
nized. 

Reports from Bradford, Perry, Northampton, and 
Bucks County Medical Societies, were read and re- 
ferred. 

On motion, permission was given to the Schuylkill 
County Medical Society to complete their report and 
send it to the Publication Committee. 

Report from Westmoreland read and referred. 

On motion of Dr. NEBINGER, the regular order of 
business was suspended to hear Dr. BELL’s report on 
Physical Education of the Young. 

On motion of Dr. Sonrack, the report after 
having been read, was referred to the Publication 
Committee, and the Committee on Physical Educa- 
tion of the Young was discharged. 

A paper by Dr. Hiram Corson, of Montgomery 
county on “ice and ice water in disease’? was pre- 
sented and referred to the Publishing (‘ommittee. 

The Committee on-Unfinished Business reported 
that reports were due from Committee on Meteor- 
ology, Dr. KeNnepy, Chairman. 

On Legislative Sanction of Dissections, Dr. JEWELL. 
Chairman. 

On Daily Medical Gazette, Dr. Darracu, Chair- 
man. . 

Which was received and the Committee dis- 
charged. 

Dr. JEwELL, Chairman of Committee on Disseec- 
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tions, reported gratifying progress 
tinued. 

Dr. MAYBERRY Offered the following :— 

Resolved, That each county report which exceeds 
three pages of foolscap, shall be accompanied by a 
brief abstract for presentation before the Society. 

Which was adopted. é 

Resolved, That the attention of the officers of the 
several county societies be respectfully directed to 
Sec. 8, Art. vii. of the Constitution. 

** The county societies shall report annually to the 
State Society a list of their officers and members, 
ete. 

Which was adopted. 

The report of the Committee on Nominations was 
read and postponed until the afternoon session. 

Dr. JEWELL offered the following resolution which 
was adopted :— 

Resolved, That any delegate present at this session, 
presenting himself with a copy of these Transactions 
at any meeting of a State Medical Society corres- 
ponding with this body, shall be recognized as a 
Commissioner until the next meeting of the Medical 
Society of the State of Pennsylvania. 

Adjourned until 4 P. M. 


THurspay, 4 P. M. 


Vice President Dr. Ross, of Blair county, in. the 
chair. 

On motion, the report of the Committee on Nomi- 
nations was amended by substituting Altoona as the 
place of meeting, after which the report was adopted. 

Reports from Lehigh and Huntingdon county 
were read and referred. 

The Constitution as adopted by Carbon County 
Medical Society was presented, approved by the 
censors and referred. 

On motion of Dr. NEBINGER the resolution of Dr. 
JEWELL relative to Commissioners to other States, 
adopted at the morning session was reconsidered. 
Dr. NEBINGER then offered to amend by striking out 
all after the word Resolved, and inserting “‘ that the 
Commissioners from this Society be and they are 
hereby empowered to fill all vacancies which may 
occur in their respective bodies.” 

Dr. Conpiz moved to amend this amendment, as 
follows :— 

** Should any representative from this Society to a 
sister society, or to the American Medical Associa- 
tion find that he shall nof be able to attend to the 
duties of his appointment, he shall, in time, notify 
the President of this Society, who, in. conjunction 
with the censors of the district to which the repre- 
sentative belongs, shall appoint some member to 
supply his place.”’ 4 

The amendment to the amendment was adopted. 

The amendment as amended was adopted, and the 
resolution as amended was adopted. 

The following communication from the New York 
representatives was read :— 

** The delegates from the New York State Medical 
Society now in attendance upon your annual session 
cannot refrain from expressing their gratification for 
the attention shown them and would respectfully 
invite a full delegation from the Medical Society of 
the State of Pennsylvania to attend the annual ses- 
sion of the New York State Medical Society believing 
that such interchange of kindness and good fellow- 
ship will result in much good to the profession in 
the Keystone and Empire States. 

N. C. Hustep, M. D. 
Joun E. Topp, M. D. 


Abstract of Report from Philadelphia County 
Society read by Dr. J. M. Corsg, and Report referred 
to Publishing Committee. 

The newly elected officers were then conducted to 
their respective stations. 

The President, Dr. J. D. Ross, of Blair, on taking 


' the chair, made a few happy remarks, 
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Dr. JEWELL offered the following amendment to 
the Constitution. 

Amend Art. vi., Sec. 12, by inserting after the 
word “‘ neglect’ in the first line, the words “‘ to pay 
the assessment for the Transactions of the preceding 

ear, or ’’. etc. 

Which lies over for one year. 

The Committee to the New York State Medical 
med reported their inability to attend to their 

duties. « 

Votes of thanks to the retiring officers, the R. R. 
Companies and the College of Physicians were unani- 
mously adopted. 

Adjourned to meet, at Altoona the second Wed- 
nesday in June, 1865, at 10 A. M. 
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EpiroriaL DerpartMENT. 


Periscope. 


Dangerous Utensils. 


Professor MAYER, of .the Maryland College of 
Pharmacy, says that the common red pottery which 
is thickly glazed with red lead, is not fit to contain 
anything that is to be used as food. He states that 
a citizen of Baltimore county recently lost two 
children, who were poisoned by eating apple butter 
that had been kept in a glazed red milk pot. His 
attention having been called to the case, he make a 
report, in which he says: 

** After a protracted analysis I extracted lead in 
the proportion of twenty-six anda half graink of 
metal.in one pound of the apple butter, and this 
elearly explained the cause of the death of the 
children. ‘The evidence I here present is important 
and legislation should be made prohibiting the use 
of lead in glazing pottery, for should acid alkaline 
or even fatty matters come in contact with the glaze, 
it will dissolve it off, and if not in sufficient quantity 
to produce acute symptoms or death, it will seriously 
impair health, while the cause of the suffering may 
remain unknown to the physician.” 


Magnesian Light. 

It has always been a desideratum among photo- 
graphers to obtain a powerful active light of artificial 
combustion. Since the discovery of the metal mag- 
nesium which is now procurable at a reasonable 
price which makes it available for practical pur- 
poses, The London Chemical News states that it has 
been successfully used for the necessary combustion. 


A wire of considerable thickness can be ignited in 
the flame of a candle and a strand of the thickness 
of 0.297 millimetres will give as much light as 
twenty-four stearine candles, five to the pound. 
Important results may be looked for from this light. 
The principal use will of course be for dark interiors, 
and we hope to see the magnificent grotioes of 
Adelsburg and Antiparos, which the pencil is as 
powerless to draw as the pencil to depict, revealed 
as brightly as the cavities in the glaciers, so well 
known to the photographers. Another frith may 
also show us the wonderful passa ‘es in the interior 
of the Pyramids more clearly than they have ever 
been seen by the traveler with the help of two or 
t ree candles, which light his way through the dark 
labyrinth, and enable us, at our own firesides, to 
yaze with awe on the vast ranges of subterranean 
toinbs at Serapeum. 





Investigations touching the use of Iodine. 

Dr. RosENTHAL, assistant physician at the Vienna 
General Hospital, has published in the Wiener Med, 

Tochensch , a series of papers containing much 
original matter touching the therapeutic use of iodine. 
The summing up is as follows: 

1. Large doses of iodide of potassium, combined 
with a small quantity of fluid, remain a long timein 
the economy; with a large quantity of fluid, they 
are quickly washed away from the system and pass 
rapidly into the secretions and excretions. This 
circumstance should be carefully noticed. 

2. When iodide of potassium is taken internally, 
it is feund not only in the urinary, saliva, and other 
secretions, but also in the alvine evacuations, within 
four to seven hours, whether the stools be aqueous 
or the reverse. 

8 Inthe administration of iodide of iron, iodine 
is separated in considerable quantities and found 
with a large proportion of iron inthe urine. Fecal 
matter contains much iron and a small amount 
of iodine. The same phenomena may be noticed 
when iodide of mercury is used. 

4. Frictions with an ointment containing iodide of 
potassium upon sound skin will cause the iodine to 
be detected in the urine and saliva. 

5. Iodine is found in the urine of those who take 
baths in which iodide of potassium is dissolved, even 
when the rectum and urethra are kept free from the 
action of the bath. This is proved by examining 
the urine, and by noting a large diminution of the 
iodide in the water used for the bath. 

6. The intestinal mucous membrane takes of the 
iodine very energetically in the form of enemata, 
and this is the case even with very weak solution of 
iodide of potassium. 

7. Large doses of iodide of potassium or small 
doses taken for a long time, are not well borne in 
cértain pathological states of the economy; in fact. 
large doses of iodine, or concentrated solutions, are 
very prejudicial to the system.—London Lancet. 


Curious Properties of the Oxide of Silver. 

The London Chemical News contains an abstract of 
a paper from Jour. fir Prankt. Chemie, where it is 
stated by M. BoreTTGER that the oxide of silver as 
readily yields its oxygen to combustible matters as 
does peroxyd of lead, and on this account is very 
much used in the manufacture of matches. 

A very dry mixture of about two part of the oxide 
of silver with one of sulphur igni es by friction in a 
mortar or even between folds of paper. The same 
thing occurs with amorphus plugh and tannin but 
not with gallic acid. An instantaneous flame arises 
when a drop of phenic acid or creasote is added to 
the dry oxide of silver. Washed flour of sulphur 
also ignites when triturated With this oxide as does 
the metal selenium. 

Conia. 

This active principle known also under the name 
of ciculine is the alkaloid of Conium Maculatum, and 
has recently been highly recommended by Dr. JamEs 
Youne in the London Pharmaceutical Journal as a 
valuable anodyne in neuralgic and similar affections 
where ordinary narcotics are ineffectual. In one 
case of neuralgia of the pelvic cellular tissue seen by 
Prof. Simpson in consultation, the pain was imme- 
diately and permanently relieved after the use of one 
granule prepared by M. PELLETIER, three times each 
day The alkaloid is an active narcotic poison in 
large doses, but in doses of one-sixtieth of a grain 
may be used in the above mauner with the happiest 
results. 
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Physostigmin. 

This is the active principle of the Calabar or or- 
deal bean and from the investigations of its discov- 
erers, JopsT and Hesse of Stuttgardt appears to be 
found only in the cotyledons. It is obtained by 
treating the bean with alcohol, treating the residue 
left after the evaporation of the alcohol with ether | 
which separates the desired principle in the form of | 
an amorphous bromish—yellow mass soluble in al- 
cohol-ether and benzine, but insoluble in water 
Two drops of an alcoholic solution placed in the eye 
caused the iris to contract in less than ten minutes 
to about one-twentieth of its original diameter. The 
salt is one of the most energetic poisons known | 
when taken internally. After death of an animal | 
before the irritability of the iris disappears a watery | 
solution will cause active contraction of the pupil 
to one-fourth that of the other eye. For medicinal | 
purposes the alcoholic solution salt alone must be 
used since the alkaloid in its pure state or combined | 
with acid is readily decomposed at ordinary temper- | 
atures.—(Lond. Pharm. Jour.) 

Utilization of Brine. 
The London Pharmaceutical Journal recently con- | 


tained an article from one of the daily papers | 
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with the happiest results. More recently the subject 
has been investigated by Dr. A. P. Turner who 
gives in the American Journal of Medical Sciences his 
deduction in one hundred cases of intermittent fever 
where the sulphate of cinchonia was used. In 


seventy-nine per cent. the fever was cut short with- 
out a single paroxysm from the commencement of 
medication. In fifteen per cent. there was but one 
not two paroxysms ; while in six per cent. there was 
little or no effect. The smallest quantity given to 
arrest a paroxysm was five grains to a child two 
years of age while the maximum quantity during a 
single intermission, was thirty grains. The largest 
single dose was fifteen grains three hours before the 
expected return of a paroxysm, and was followed by 
no unpleasant symptom. 

The solution was found more efficient than in sub- 
stance. In many instances the first portion was 
given during the decline of the fever or the last at 
the commencement of the cold stage and in no one 
was the one prolonged or the other aggravated by 
such a course. The same cephalic symptom ag 
vertigo, buzzing of the ear, etc., etc., were observed 
as though quinia had been used, but to a less extent; 
while it is more soluble; tends less to derange the 
stomach, begets less malaise and has no special 
unpleasant symptom peculiar to itself. Dr. Turner 
does not claim for it a greater relative value than 


detailing a process by jwhich the nutritive principles | @uinia, but considers that in larger doses it is equal 


‘ | a8 an antiperiodic and in view of the fact that it can 
of fiesh could be readily separated for use from the | be procured at one-fifth the cost of the sulphate of 


brine in which it had been preserved. The process  quinia thinks it should be substituted for that salt 
originated in Alex. WWITELAW and may be stated when economy is an object as in all charitable and 


as follows: The brine is filtered from impurities | public institutions. It is to he hoped that others 


and then placed in membranes vessels as bladders, 
etc., and suspended in vats of water which is con- 
stantly being renewed. At the end of three or four 
days it will be found that almost all the common 
salt and nitre has been removed, and that the liquid 
in the bladders is a pure juice of flesh. This con- 
tains all the aroma of the flesh and may be made 
into soups or concentrated to the state of solid 
extract of meat or mixed with flour and cooked into 
meat biscuits for the army and navy. Two gallons 
of brine yielded one pound of solid extract contain- 
ing the coagulated albumen and coloring matter. 
For the production of the same amount directly 
from the meat not less than twenty pounds of beef 
would be required, as also the salted meat and brine 
may be placed in an animal membrane or “‘ dializer”’ 
and suspended in sea water which will make the brine 
attain the same specific gravity as the sea water. 
The beef expands as the salt leaves it, while the 
meat absorbs the natural juice which had been pre- 
viously lost by the salting process. 

Meat thus treated. being in fact fresh, may be 
cooked in a variety of ways that are obviously not 
available for salt meat, and the health of sailors so 
far as dependent upon the want of fresh meat may 
be improved. 


Cinchonia as a Substitute for Quinia. 

The limited production of Peruvian bark and the 
reckless destruction pursued in collecting it with the 
consequent high price of quinia has caused many to 
fear that this valuable alkaloid would in a short 
time be placed entirely beyond the reach of those of 
limited means. Consequently it has long been 
desired to secure an available substitute as economi- 
cal as arsenic, etc., etc., with more immediate and 
decided antiperiodic properties, at the same time 
without their obvious disadvantages. In 1825 Dr. 
BaL.y called attention to cinchona as a substitute, 





and later Prof. Peprer used it in intermittent fevers 


will extend to the subject of the careful consideration 
of the reputed properties of this antiperiodic. 


Poisonous Action of the Root of Phytolacca 
Decandra (Poke Root.) 

A vintner in Wurtemberg, where this plant was 
formerly cultivated for the color of the juice from 
berries known as Jerusalem grapes, having chewed 
several pieces of the fresh roct, was taken some 
hours after with symptoms of acrid narcotic poison- 
ing, but was restored by timely help. 

This indigenous weed furnishes one of those re- 
markable instances where different parts of one and 
the same plant, and often the same parts at different 
periods of its growth, exhibit properties which ap- 


pear quite contradictory. Both the perennial, dried 
root and the ripe berries are officinal on the second- 
ary list of the pharmacopeeia ; but since their emetic 
properties are quite evanescent, they are rarely used 
except in the form of tincture of the fresh berries 
preferably, which has quite a reputation as a remedy 
in rheumatism. The young shoots and branches are 
not unfreqaently employed as a substitute for aspar- 
agus or spinach, and the ripe berries for pies; in 
the latter instance the heat to which they must be ex- 
posed appears to dissipate or destroy the active prin- 
ciple. The whole plant abounds in fermentable 
juice, from which alcohol may and has been pre- 


pared. 
A new “Cure” for Pertussis. 

Several children suffering from whooping-cough 
at Calais have been taken to the gas-works of that 
town, and caused to inhale the fumes which are dis- 
engaged during the purification of the gas by lime. 
The success is said to have been most remarkable, 


t relief at once following the exposure to these 
, ote for a few minutes, and two or three visits suf- 


ficing to produce a complete cure.—Med. Times and 
Gaz. 
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A Treatise on the Chronic Inflammation and 
Displacements of the Unimpregnated Uterus: By 
Wm. H. Byrorp, A. M., M. D., Professor of 
Obstetrics, etc., Chicago Medical College, Medical 
Department Lind University. Lindsay & Blakis- 
ton, Philadelphia, 1864. 


It may perhaps be asserted, with little fear of con- 
tradiction, that in few special departments of our 
profession has more attention been of late directed, 
than toward that under which is comprised diseases 
of the uterus and its appendages. The statement is 
not only true in reference to this country alone, as 
the original works of Meres, Hopes, MILLER, 


BeprorD, and others will show, but even across the 
Atlantic we see no less activity displayed in the 
publication of treatises of thischaracter. One might 
at first be led to infer that the subject is one from 
which little remains to be gleaned, so numerous has 
the number been of those who have traveled over 
the apparently well-known field. But if success 
attending the reception of works devoted to the 
subject and the high order of talent engaged, be 
taken as an estimate of appreciation, we must 
. acknowledge that enough of the interesting and 
intricate yet remains to engage the attention of a 
large body of physicians for sometime to come, and 
render their observations and deductions no less 
profitable to the reader, than interesting to the writer. 
The volume, whose title is given above, does not 
profess to embrace a complete systematic account of 
the diseases peculiar to woman. It adheres with 
strict fidelity to the promise made in the preface, 
that it intended to be’ thoroughly practical and based 
chiefly upon the observation of the author alone. 
He refers to a few authors and quotes even less from 
them, not because their usefulness or authority is 
questioned, but that he has determined to present his 
own experience to the reader. 


recorded special cases referred to in the body of the 
treatise, The first chapter is devoted to ‘* general 
considerations” of the relation borne by the uterus to 
the special organs or to the body at large. He does 
not doubt but “* an organ so potent in evil work upon 
other organs under a state of physiological hyper- 
excitement exerts a bad influence in inflammatory 
hyper-excitement,”’ and that at times *‘ the unimpreg- 
nated diseased uterus does produce grave and even 
fatal disorders in other parts of the organism by its 
reflex or syinpathetic influence, while the organ itself 
is not suspected to be the original cause of the wide 
spread disorder. 

The curious identity of symptoms found i» a 
diseased uterus, and in disease of the male generative 
organs known as spermatorrhea is referred to as 
an argument in favor of the view of local causes 
producing uterine inflammations, aud of the general 
sympathetic influence of them when once orginated. 
Another no less important argument brought forward 
to sustain the statement, is the influence of local 
remedial agents in promoting the recovery of the 
cases. With Bennet, TyLer SmitH and others he 
does not believe “the majority of cases that come 
under the observation of general practitioners require 
studied general treatment, and th t some of the 
general management resorted to is injurious instead 
of beneficial.”? Seventy-five per cent. of the cases 
treated by him had no genera! treatment; the local 
being quite sufficient. It will not do, therefore, to 
say that my cases were cured ‘by the general treut- 
ment advised. I think that general treatment is 
essential in a few instances only, in conjunction with 
the local, which is at best but auxiliary. Of the two 
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sideration of the “sympathetic accompaniments 
of uterine disease,” such as gastric, hepatic and 
other visceral derangements, disorders of the nervons 
system, apparatus of circulation, respiration, etc., 
etc.; while in the second we have detailed the 
“local symptoms.” Accepting as he does the state- 
ment that leucorrhcea is one of the symptoms of a 
diseased uterus, he does not believe that it bears a 
stated ratio to the extent of the disease, and is 
satisfied that ulceration may exist without any .dis- 
charge whatever. Nor is the amount of suffering 
commensurate with the extent of the lesion, for 
occasionally Prof. Byrorp has seen more nervous 
prostration and loud complaint from a small amount 
of endo-cervicitis than fram extensive and more 
obvious external congestion. In inflammation of 
the cervix uteri there is usually more or less 
menorrhagia, although at times there is amenorrhea, 
This is attributed to chronic hyperemia of the 
uterus, favoring plastic exudation into the substance 
of that organ, ultimately rendering if less. vaseular 
and erectile. No results of post mortem examina- 
tion are given however to support the explanation. 
In chapter IV. we have the “‘etiology”? of these 
affections, while in the succeeding one the “ progno- 
sis” is discussed. As a general rule the author ha3 
found untomplicated cases, favorable to treatment 
when a combination of local and general measures 
are resorted to in time. No statistics are presented 
of cases treated, but it is stated that ‘the large 
majority perfectly recover,” althowgh many in- 
tractable cases will be found. This is our own 
experience, which is not so favorable as the state- 
ments of Dr. Bennett lead his readers to infer, 
in his work on the unimpreznated uterus. The 
current opinion among patients is that they cannot 
be permanently cured, because they have had it 
return after a supposed removal; but this is perhaps 
to be explained by their constantly laboring under 
the cause which was the original source of the 
disease. 

Chapter VI., to the consideration of “ inflammation 
of the uterus”? with the complications usually present, 


The work is divided | among which are enumerated vaginitis, cystitis, 
into fourteen chapters with an appendix, in which is | cellulitis, affections of the rectum, etc., etc. 


The 


| most frequent is that of displacement, which the 





author considers due in the great majority of cases 
**to pre-existing inflammation, increasing the size 
and weight of the uterus, and thus causing it to 
settle down by virtue of its weight in spite of its 
supports ; that the suffering caused by the displace- 
ment results from its pressure on morbidly susceptible 
organs, made so perhaps by long continuance of the 
pressure,” (p. 86). Chapter VII is given to “ posi- 
tion of inflammation,”’ while the next is upon its 
** progress and terminations.”’ 

In Chapter IX. is discussed the “ diagnosis.’? The 
writer enters minutely into the position and prepara- 
tion of the patient, with the best mode of accomplish- 
ing the examination, feel of the os-uteri in the 
virgin and the aged, suggestions as to the variety 
of the probe used; and we notice that he adopts 
the practice of Prof. MILLER, of Louisville, of 
seldom using it without the speculum. Of specu- 
lums the glass is rejected, unless for leeching, 
and prefers the quadrivalve of Charrier with a plug 
and director. The appearance of the parts through 
the instrument in health and disease are carefully 
recorded, so that students or junior practitioners 
should have no difficulty. in easily recognizing the 
distinctive features to be found in different phases 
of the disorder under consideration. In the suc- 
ceeding section is detailed the important subject of 
general treatment. While admitting that sponta- 
neous cures occasionally occur, Dr. ByrorD thinks 
they are not so frequent as imagined and that many 
of them are instances of amelioration from gechan 
of circumstances surrounding the patient rather than 
permanent removal. The main object of general 


succeeding chapters, the first-is devoted to the con- | treatment is ‘‘to palliate the general condition of 
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the system, to aid the local in effecting the cure, and 
when practicable to remove the effects left after a 
cure of the local disease.”? These general complica- 
tions he considers as more or less co-existent, but 
ordinarily, some one assumes a prominence occa- 
sioning much distress, and consequently requires 
more attention than the others. 

Under ‘‘local treatment”? is comprised baths of 
different varieties ; the one most useful in inflamma- 
tion of the uterus is the hip-bath, although at times 
the sponge or shower-bath will be demanded. In- 
jections, which practically are internal-baths, he finds 
more or. less efficient in every variety of disease 
affecting the mouth or neck of the uterus. The most 
preferable instrument is the vulcanized rubber globe, 
mounted in the middle of a long flexible tube, 
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produce the intolerable irritation sometimes observed 
to follow the use of a stem-pessary, and may be 
made to agree with the majority of cases as well as 
almost any other instrument. He is less partial to 
the lever-pessary of Dr. Hope because he thinks it 
does not permit the limited movements of the uterus 
and yield to the passage of the feces down the rectum. 
He does not lead us to infer that he is enough 
practically acquainted with its use to confirm all 
| said in its favor but hopes the assurances of its 
| snpertority will be tested. We have used this instru- 
| ment almost to the exclusion of all others and have 
| found it most satisfactory, and when judiciously 
| used in prolapse and procidentia affords an amount 
| of relief not found in other means. 

| With this we must conclude our brief notice of 
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because of its convenience and the rapidity with | the work before us, commending it to the careful 
which the water may be thrown into the vagina. | attention of the profession, especially the junior 
When astringents are combined they should not be | members. for whom it appears peculiarly adapted, 


used too frequently, and it is laid down asa rule, 
‘never to repeat while the vagina is dry from the 
effects of a preceding one.”? Of local applications 
the nitrate of silver is preferred, although when the 
disease affects the deeper tissues of the cervix other 
means must be resorted to in addition. It should be 
pure and of a solid form inserted in a flexible porte 
caustique, which is so made by having the end hold- 
ing the caustic mounted on a copper wire, which will 
permit us to bend it to suit the special occasion. 
Once in six days will be found frequent enough for 
the application, usually not less than eight or ten 

- such applications will be required, and we are advised 
to be thorough in its use each time, and persist in it 
until every vestige of inflammation is gone. The 
nitrate will be sometimes found to fail, when the best 
substitute will be found in potassa fusa. At times 
the nitrate of silver not only fails but it entirely 
disagrees with the case ; this is apt to be the result 
in aged persons or at least those who have passed 
child-bearing. 


In Chapter XIII. is diseussed the “ treatment of 
submucous inflammation,” which is observed under 
a variety of accompanying circumstances ; with and 
without mucous inflammation ; with and without 


fibrous deposit. Of course each of these circum- 
stances will more or less modify the treatment of the 
different cases in which they are observed to occur. 
Where there is much congestion of the submucous 
tissue with tenderness, heat and swelling, local 
depletion by scarification or leeches will be found 
useful, but the author advises us to refrain from it 
when there is ulceration or other signs of mucous 
inflammation. The succeeding remarks upon, the 
indications for the application of caustic-potash and 
the manner of using it, are plain and practical, and 
may be consulted with advantage. 

In the last and succeeding section we have “ dis- 
placements, their philosophy and treatment.”” They 
are considered as complication and effects of inflam- 
mation, and no treatment is deemed curative unless 
it removes the causing condition. Prof. Brroxp 
warmly commends mechanical support in suitable 
cases, considering that most of the failures in the 
use of pes-aries is due to a want of correct 
knowledge of the nature of a given case, and con- 
sequently, of the right kind of instrument to be used 
and the mode of applying it. When judiciously 
employed he has seen permanent cures, the size and 
variety of the instrument being from time to time 
changed as the special demand of the case required. 
The pessary found best calculated by the author to 
correct all sorts of deviations, as well as to keep 
clear of surrounding organs is the stem-pessary with 
external support. The elastic ring of watch-spring 
covered with gutta percha is considered a very effi- 
cient instrument, but more especially adapted to 
teplace the uterus in retroversion or proFapse where 


from the attention given to the minutie which too 
frequently are neglected in orr ordinary text books, 
| froin a false supposition on the part of their authors 
| that the reader is sufficiently acquainted with them 
| or should possess them byintention. From years of 
active experience in this department of medicine 
Prof. ByForp speaks from his own personal observa- 
tion, and the deductions thus presented should be 
| received as a valuable addition to the literature upon 
the subject, and one from which much information 
| may be drawn by the attentive reader. 
| The topography and general execution of the work 
is characteristic of the good taste of the publishing 
house of Lindsay & Blakiston. 
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A Manufl of the Practice of Medicine: By 
THomas Hawkes TANNER, M. D., F. L. 8., Member 
of the Royal College of Physicians; Assistant 
Physician for the Diseases of Women and Children 
to King’s College Hospital. ete., ete. From the 
last London edition, enlarged and improved, pp. 
699, crown octavo. Lindsay & Blakiston, Phila- 
delphia, 1864. Price $2.50. 


This is a reprint of the well-known manual of Dr. 
TANNER, from the latest London edition. He is the 
author so widely and favorably known in this 
| country by a similar manual on the Diseases of 
| Infancy and Childhood. In the present edition he 
| has endeavored to render the treatise more worthy 
|of the great ehcouragement previously bestowed 
| upon it, by adhering to the orginal plan of making 
| it the medium of as much practical information as 
| the limited number of pages at his disposal would 

permit. The great aim he has sought to attain is 
| brevity, and the selection only of such conspicuous 
| points in etiology, diagnosis and prognosis as will 
| aid the practitioner in discharging his responsible 
| duties at the bedside. In short, he has “ endeavored 
| to paint the features of disease, not imperfectly, but, 
|as it were, ‘in miniature. This he has well ac- 
| complished, and although the hyper-critical may at 
| times detect a tone too dpgmatic pervading the work, 
| it must be remembered that it is inseparable from a 

concise style and attempt to zealously impress upon 

| the minds of students and practitioners, these 
, general principles of medicine in which Dr. TANNER 
| places such reliance. Appended to the work is a 
| series of formule ; a classified list of mineral springs ; 
| the proportions of active ingredients in important 
| preparations ; and a copious index to the contents. 
/ 


Salicin in the Urine. 


It is stated in the London Chemical News that Dr. 
LANDEREN has ascertained that when salicin in large 
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the broad and round ligaments are lax and there is a | quantities is administered it can be readily separated 
tendency for the organ to topple over. He does not | by alcohol from the urine into which it passes from 
-Tely upon it in anteversion, It is not so likely to | the circulation. 
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.| This specimen of literary privateering is an 
. additional proof—if any were needed—of the 
essential dishonesty of quacks. 

We are not in the habit of publishing articles 
without knowing something of their authorship, 
NATIONAL QUARANTINE AND SANT- | and had we been at home should not probably 

TARY CONVENTION. have been thus imposed upon. 
During the sessions of the American Medical 


PHILADELPHIA, JUNE 18, 1864. 


Association.in New York, some of the friends of Errata. 
the Quarantine and Sanitary Convention which| Our attention has been called to some serious 
errors in the meteorological tables, particularly in 
the Philadelphia columns, that have occurred 
| during our absence from home the past few weeks, 
These errors are unaccountable. The work of 
Philadelphia, Secretary. Remarks were made by | preparing the tables was left in the hands of ore 
the Chairman, Dr. Jewett, of Philadelphia, and | who is experienced in the use of figures, and in 
f, whose carefulness we had every ss er The 
ie : : errors are chiefly in the sum total and per centage 
a ee S he Cones, Se | of deaths, and jan be readily liniatel and mol 
rected by our readers. 
Quarantine and Sanitary Convention be called to; These are valuable and useful tables and cost 
meet in the city of Philadelphia on the last Tues- /us much in both time and money, and we are 
day in October, 1864. Drs. La Rocug, Jewsxt, | exceedingly anxious that they shall be as perfect 


and Botier, of Philadelphia, and Drs. Harris and as possible. 


has not met since 1860, met informally and organ- 
ized by calling Dr. Exisna Harris, of New York, 
to the chair, and appointing Dr. S. W. Butter, of 





Dr. Griscom, of New York, on the importance o 


motion it was recommended that a meeting of the 


ee 


Griscom, of New York, were requested to act as a | 


C ittee of A t dC ond + 
ommittee of Arrangements and Correspondence | Correspondence. 


in view of the proposed meeting. 
It is to be hoped that there will be a full atten- | ; 
dance of delegates, and that the Convention will | F OREIGN. 
be as thoroughly revived as the American Medical | LETTERS FROM Dr. W. N. COTE. 
Association has been. We doubt not the Com- | Paris, Fune 2d, 1864. 


ittee of ts and ill | 
mittee of Arrangements and Correspondence will | Criminal Poisoning by Digitaline. 


exert themselves to realize this desirable object. | A trial has lately taken place which excited con- 
In the meantime we trust that committees who siderable interest. Dr. Couty de la PoMMERAIS, a 


were appointed at the last meeting will set them- | homeopathic practitioner, was accused of poisoning 

: t | a witlow in order to lay hold upon her life insurance 
selves to work on their reports in season. |money. The great point of interest in this case was 
| the fact that this is, to my knowledge, the first time 
| that the destruction of life by digitaline has been 
imputed to any one. Dr. Tarpievu, Dean of the 
| Medical Faculty and Professor of Medical Juris- 
/ prudence, in conjunction with Professor Rovussin, 
Literary Privateering. | chemist, deposed that they had made the post- 


During our.absence from home avery indifferent mortem examination of the victim. The body was 
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article on aural surgery purporting to have been | that of a stout person without any trace of violence . 


written by ‘‘ Morris Kenpaut, M. D., of Washing- | or lesion of the organs. The heart presented no 
ton, D. C.,’’ slipped intd the columns of the | augmentation of volume. The lungs were quite 
Reporter. The article was received before we sound. The digestive organs presented nothing ex- 
left home and we had written to two or three ‘T@0rdinary. In the intestines there were a few san- 
physicians in Washington, making inquiry as to guine infiltrations, which are usually very numerous 
the status of the writer, and the correspondence | in cases of poisoning. Chemical analysis convinced 
me ove $A the eet i left | them that death had been the consequence of some 
We since rs that - ante 4 ‘tten b | vegetable poison which could not be isolated by 

: ao : Rae eee ae © | chemical means. From the organs of the deceased 
notorious itinerant aurist for selfish purposes, who | and matter vomited by her, they extracted a strong 
knew that in no other way could he receive the | poison, which produced on the animals, to which 


slightest consideration or notice in our columns. | they administered it, effects analogous to those pro- 
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duced on Mme. Pauro, (the widow in question), 
and resembling those of digitaline. A small quan- 
tity of digitaline caused the heart of a frog to stop 
teating in thirty-four minutes. The heart of another 
to which they administered an extract from the 
matter vomited by Mme. Pauro, ceased beating in 
thirty-one minutes. Digitaline, they admitted, was 
not the only substance that has this effect on the 
heart, but there were great probabilities in favor of 
the conclusion that Mme. Pavuro had been poisoned 
with digitaline. 

This report was combated by Dr. Hesert, head 
pharmacien at the clinique, who stated that its con- 
clusions were not justified bythe facts. I cannot do 

“better than give his deposition verbatim: ‘‘In the 
first place, he said, the report expresses astonish- 
ment at the wonderful preservation of the body after 
a lapse of fifteen days. It is true that mineral 
poisons prevent decomposition, whereas vegetable 
poisons do not. But this is only a trifling inaccu- 
racy, and I will therefore pass on to examine the 
physiological experiments on dogs, rabbits, and 
frogs. As to the dogs, the report states that the 
experiments demonstrated: 1. The gradual slacken- 
ing of the circulation; and 2. The contraction of 
the ventricles. I maintain that these facts were 
sufficient to justify the conclusion that digitaline 
was not present. As to the second experiment I 
assert that the experts were mistaken in attributing 
the death of the rabbit to digitaline. That substance 
has little or no effect on rabbits and other herbi- 
vorous animals. As to the experiments made on 
dogs and rabbits with the substance extracted from 
the organs of the deceased, no effect was produced 
on the dog; but the rabbitdied. I venture to affirm 
that digitaline did not cause its death—the putrid 
matter was most probably the cause. As to the 
frogs, I have no confidence in the results obtained 
by the experts. The learned Stannivus says, that 
frogs are very little affected by digitaline. I have 
tried it on several myself, and I could show them to 
tie jury, all alive and well.” 


A‘long discussion here ensued between Dr. HEBERT 
and the experts, which did not seem to throw much 
light on the matter, for each of them firmly aihered 
to his previously expressed opinions, and as they 
had appealed to the authority of Professor CLauDE 
BERNARD, of the College of France, he was called in 


and deposed to the following effect: ‘‘I have been 
occupied in researches on digitaline and other 
poisons which act on the heart. Digitaline has a 
rapid action on the superior animals by arresting 
the circulation. It stops the contraction of the 
heart, and death is the consequence. The cadaverous 
rigidity of the heart rapidly follows death when 
caused by digitaline.”’ 

Dr. Tarpiev, in reply to a question from the 
President of the Court, declared that Professor 
BERNARD’s opinion confirmed his statement that the 
relaxation of the heart is the characteristic effect of 
digitaline. 

Dr. VoLPIAN and Professors BouLEY and RarnaL, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
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of the Veterinary School of Alfort, who have made 
experiments op animals with digitaline, were next 
heard, and expressed opinions coincident with those 
of the experts and Professor CLAUDE BERNARD as to 
the effects of digitaline. 

According to the testimony of Mme. Pavro’s 
attendant physicians, her illness previous to death, 
presented nothing extraordinary. She had frequently 
been seized with yomiting. Vomiting, palpitation 
of the heart, and pains in the stomach seem to be the 
characteristic symptoms of poisoning with digitaline. 

Digitaline, you are aware, is the vegetable basis 
discovered in 1830 by Lz Royer in the digitalis pur- 
purea or foxglove, a plant possessing an electric 
action on the pulsations of the heart, the vital fune- 
tions of which it can stop entirely, thereby occasion- 
ing death. It is prescribed in very small doses for 
palpitation of the heart, but even then it must be 
used with caution, because it accumulates in the 
system, and the practitioner may sometimes be sur- 
prised at the sudden death of his patient even some 
time after he has left off the use of it. 


Origin of Nerves of Larynx and Heart. 

Dr. ScuirF, of Germany, has found from experi- 
ments performed on animals, that the roots of the 
nerves which act on the larynx and the roots of 
those acting on the heart, are not the same, and 
have not their origin in the same portion of the 
medulla spinalis. The nerves presiding over the 
action of the heart arise more posteriorly. It wouM 
appear that the real infiuence of the medulla oblon- 
gata on the heart~is due to nervous filaments which 
do not issue from the bulb itself, but descend in the 
interior of the medullary substance toward the 
cervical portion of the medulla, and then leave the 
centre together with the cervical roots of the spinal 
marrow. 

Hospital Hygiene. 

The Gazette des Hépitaux publishes an article by 
Dr. GANTILLOX on a pamphlet written by Dr. Suxmmp- 
TON, which I have already noticed in a former 
letter, in which the author, after adverting to the 
valuable services rendered by Miss NIGHTINGALE to 
the British army duringthe Crimean campaign, lays 
down certain rules, especially as regards the ven- 
tilation of hospitals, chiefly derived from his own 
experience as an army-surgeon during that eventful 
war. Dr. Sarimprton has been led to consider good 
ventilation as the first basis of a good therapeutic 
system by the following accidental circumstances : 
The military hospital of Sétif, of which he was the 
chief surgeon, being already full he was obliged to 
use an unfinished building intended for barracks, as 
a supplementary hospital. This building, open to 
the wind from every quarter, was covered with a 
roof without a ceiling—the patients lay on straw 
mattresses without bedsteads, and yet, notwith- 
standing the crowded state of the wards, and 
notwithstanding a good many cases of gangrene 
consequent upon congelation, the advantages of 
ventilation were such, that the number of cures 
exceeded all expectation. Out of five hundred and 
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thirty-two patients who entered the hospital, four 
handred and seventy-seven were treated by purely 
medical means, and only nineteen died ; and out of 
fifty-five who were subjected to surgical operations, 
only three died. Dr. GANTILLON takes occasion from 
“this to advert to the unsatisfactory state of ventila- 
tion in French hospitals, especially in sick-rooms 
where typhus fever and other malignant diseases are 
treated. He adds that during a ‘ten years’ stay in 
the United States, he has remarked that such dis- 
orders are far from being so fatal on the other side 
of the Atlantic, because hospitals are there con- | 
structed with a view to abundant ventilation, and | 





that they are heated not by stoves or hot air, but by | 
large open fire-places constituting as many ventila- 

tors, indeperfdently of the windows and openings | 
made in the ceilings. 


Parasitic Origin of Croup and Diphtheria. 

MM. Bovucuez, De Virray, and DesMARTIS, pub- 
lish a paper on the possibility of transmitting the 
oidium tuckeri from plants to man. They have 
observed that since 1852 the first year in which that 
. Parasite appeared, the number of cases of croup and | 
diphtheria of every kind, which they considered to | 
be produced by a variety of the oidium albicans, a 
parasite acknowledged to cause the thrush, has | 
Increased considerably. This singular coincidence | 
is, in their opinion, owing to a sort of relationship | 
existing between the two parasites. They foresee 





the objection that might be made, viz.: that the two | 
| 


cryptogamous plants are not of the same species; to | 
which they reply that they are of the same genus, | 
and that the oidinm tuckeri may be susceptible of | 
proteism. 
Scientific Mission to Japan. 

M. Dvurvy, Minister of Public Instruction has | 
charged Dr. Mounier with a scientific mission in 
Japan. 

W. N. Core. 

P. 8.—Dr. Couty de la Pommerars has been found 

guilty and condemned to death. 
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The Nobility of Medicine, 

It is told of ABERNETHY that, years since, fulfilling 
the functions which Mr. PaGet so eloquently dis- 
charged when he stood as the orator inaugurating 
the medical session at St. Bartholemew’s Medical 
School, he looked round as he entered on the clus- 
tered heads, and noticing the young, eager and ex- 
pectant faces that crowded the ampitheatre, began | 
his address with the words—‘‘God help you all? 
what will become of you?”? A recent medical author 
—Mr. Epwin Canton—admirably illustrates Aner- 
NeTHY’s thought by quoting a striking passage from 
the writings of Dr. Jonnson. In the course of his 
life AKENSIDE, that great moralist writes: “A phy- 





| sincere to the rising youth of England. 


sician in a great city seems to be the mere plaything 
of Fortune. His degree of reputation is for the 
most part totally casual; they that employ him 
know not his excellence ; they that reject him know 
not his deficiency.”? By an acute observer who had 
looked on transactions of the medical world for half 
a century, a very curious book might be written “‘en 
the fortunes of a physician.” Mr. PaGreT took a 
more hopeful view ; and though he, as well as every 
man who has opportunities of watching the way of 
the world and observing “ good society,’? must know 
how much of bitter truth this sentence holds, yet he 
chose rightly, as we think, to show rather the silver 
lining to the cloud. Work, he told them. was the 
first thing and the second; and he maintained that 
if we may reckon as work all that which honestly 


| makes us able to prolong and comfort human life, 


then there is no calling in life in which the true suc- 
cess is, on the whole more fairly proportioned to the 
true work than it is ours. He bade them not con- 
found apparent success—the success of the quack, 
of the money-grubber, of the fashionable imposter 
—with a solid success which consists in a ‘‘com- 
petency of living, the society of educated men, 
blessings from the poor, recompense with gratitude 
from the rich, boundless fields for intellectual exer- 
cise access to the richest stores of knowledge for 
**the glory of the Creator and the relief of man’s 
estate,” and daily inducements to the exercise of the 
highest Christian virtues.”? Herein Mr. PaGret spoke 
loftily and well, and placed before his hearers those 
considerations on which the incentives to enter on 
the medical vocation chiefly rest. It is some evi- 
dence of the sufficiency of the medical profession to 
occupy and delight the highest class of mind that a 
man like Mr. Paget, gifted with an intellect so re- 


| fined.and comprehensive, can find in it enough to 
| exercise his great power and satisfy his mental and 


moral activity, and, after years of labor and in the 
prime of a life already rich in experience, can com- 
mend his craft in language so eloquent, manly, and 
‘ A distin- 
guished surgeon, ripe pathologist, and singularly 
thoughtful author and eloquent speaker, Mr. PAGE? 
by word and deed, offers an example, which all may 
be proud to keep before their eyes, and is one of 
those illustrations of our profession who dignify it 
in the eyes of the world.— London Lancet. 


Suspending Life. 

A scientific German publication states’that, among 
other curiosities, Dr. GrussELBAKE, professor of 
chemistry at the University of Upsal, has a little 
serpent which, although rigid and’ frozen as marble, 
can, by the aid of astimulating aspersion, discovered 
by the Doctor, be brought to life in a few minutes, 
becoming as lively as the day it was captured, now 
some ten years ago. Dr. GRUSSELBAKE has dis 
covered the means of benumbing and reviving it at 
his pleasure. If this principle could be carried out 
for man as well as for reptiles, death would lose its 
empire over mankind, and we should preserve life 
as the Egyptiane preserved their mummies. Dr. 


GRUSSELBAKE’S process is nothing more, apparently, 
than simply lowering the temperature, just to that 
point where the cold produces a complete torpor with- 
out injuring any of the tissues. In this state tl:e body 
is neither dead nor alive, it is torpid. The professor 
has laid his scheme before the Swedish Government, 
and proposes that a condemned criminal shall be 
handed over to him for the purpose of experiment! 
The savant purposes, if he can only get his man, to 
benumb him as he benumbs his little serpent, for 
one or two years, and then to resuscitate him from 
apparent death by his aspersion «timulant.— Scientific 
American, 
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Action of Light on Honey. 

Honey fresh from the comb is aclear yellow syrup, 

* without a trace of solid sugar in it, but upon strain- 
e ing it gradually assumes a crystalline appearance, 
and ultimately becomes a solid mass of sugar. It 
has not been suspected that this change was due to 
a photographic action, but this appears to be the 
case. M. SCHEIBLER has inclosed honey in stoppered 
flasks, some of which he has kept in perfect dark- 
ness, whilst others have been exposed to the light. 
The invariable result has been that the sunned por- 
tion rapidly crystallizes, whilst that kept in the dark 
remains perfectly liquid. It is thus seen why bees 


are so careful to work in perfect darkness, and why 
they obscure the glass windows which are sometimes 
placed in their hives. The existence of their young 
depends on the liquidity of the saccharine food pre- 
sented to them, and if light were allowed access to 
this, the syrup would gradually acquire a more or 
less solid consistency and would seal up the cells.— 
Scientific American. 
Eggs in Photography. 

We are informed by Professor SEELY, editor of the 
American Journal of Photography, that more than 
one thousand two hundred dozen of eggs per week 
are used in New York and vicinity for albuminizing 
paper for photographs. A great deal more than this 
quantity of albumen is thrown away every week in 


the blood of the animals slaughtered for this market. 
Could some plan be devised for separating the 
albumen from the blood it would be a very valuable 
discovery.—Scientific American. 


Army and Navy News. 


Orders. 


Lieut. Colonel G. K. Johnson, Medical Inspector, U. 8. A., 
is relieved from duty in the Dep't of Virginia and North Caro- 
lina, and in addition to his duties in the Middle Dep’t, is as- 
signed to duty in the Dep’t of West Virginia, with his Head 
Quarters at Baltimore, Md. 

In addition to his rey in the Dep’t of the South, Lieut. 
Cvlonel Peter Pines, U. 8. A., Medical Inspector, is assigned 
to duty in the Dep’t of Virginia and North Carolina, with his 
Head Quarters at Norfolk, Va. 

Surgeon George A. Wheeler, U. 8. V., is relieved from duty 
at the General Hospital, Annapolis, Md., and will report to 
the Commanding General, Army of the Potomac. 

Surgeon E. F. Sanger, U. 8. V., is relieved from dnty in the 
Dep't of the Gulf, and will report to the Commanding General, 
Middle Dep’t. 

Lieut. Colonel John Wilson, Medical Inspector, U. S. A., 
will make a special inspection of the hospitals in the Northern 
Dep’t, and will report the result of such inspection to the 
Surgeon General, U. S. Army. 


Assignments. 


Surgeon Thomas H. Bache, U. 8. V., as Surgeon in charge, 
General Hospital, Chester, Pa 

Acting Ass’t Surgeon Leon Brockman, U. 8. A., to the Gen- 
eral Hospital, Jeffersonville, Ind. 

Surgeon N. P. Rice, U.S. V., as Surgeon in Chief, U. 8. 
Forces at Yorktown, Va. 

Surgeon G, R Weeks, U. 8S. V., as Surgeon in Chief, District 
of Little Rock, Arkansas. 

Surgeou H. J. Memminger, 2d North Carolina Vols., as 
Surgeon in Chief, sub-district of Newbern, N. C. 

Surgeon Samuel D. Turney, U. 8. V., as Post Medical Direc- 
tor, Murfreesboro, Tenn. 

Ass’t Surgeon C, H. Hood, U. 8. V., as Surgeon in charge, 
Division No. 4, General Hospital, Murfreesboro, Tenn. 

Surgeon Wm. A. Conover, U. 8. V., as Chief Operating Sur- 
geon, 10th Army Corps. 
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Surgeon G. F. French, U. 8. V., as Superiniendent_of Hos- 
pitals, at Huntsville, Ala. ’ 

Surgeon W. Threlkeld, U. 8. V., as Surgeon in charge, Bar- 
racks Hospital, Nashville, Tenn. 

Hospital Steward H, W. Mygatt, U.S. Army, to Little}Rock, 
Arkansas, ? 

Surgeon J. H. Bripton, U. S. V., Edwhrd Curtis, U. 8, A., 
and.Brinton Stone, U. 8. V., to temporary duty at White 
House, Va. 

Surgeon E, B. Dalton, U. 8. V., as Chief Medical Officer at 
White House, Va. 

Surgeon H. A. Schlaefflin, U. 8. V., as Ass’t Medical Director, 
Dep't of the Gulf. 

Surgeon Francis Green, U. 8. V., as Surgeon in charge, 
Totten Hospital, Louisville, Ky. 

Ass’t Surgeon Gerbard Saal, U. 8. V., as Surgeon in charge, 
Seminary Hospital, Columbus, bio. 

Surgeon N. 8. Barnes, U. 8. V., as Surgeon in Chief, 34 
Division, 18th Corps. . 

Ass’t Surgeon W. S. Woods, U. 8. V.; as Surgeon in charge, 
Post Hoxpital, Benton Barracks, Mo. 

Surgeon William Dickinson, U. 8. V., as member of Board 
for examination of Surgeons and Ass’t Surgeons of Colored 
Troops, at St. Louis, Mo. 

Surgeon A. W. Hynes, 28th Kentucky Vols., to Totten Gen- 
eral Hospital, Louisville, Ky. 

Acting Ass’t Surgeon E. R. Moody, U. 8. A., to Joe Holt 
General Hospital, Jeffersonville, Ind. 

Surgeon A. C. Benedict, U. 8. V., as Medical Inspector, 18th 
Army Corps. . 

Surgeon C. W. Jones, U. 8. V., as Ass’t Medical Director, 
Dep’t of the Cumberiand. 

Ass’t Surgeon C. F. Haynes, U. 8. V., to Artillery Brigade 
5th Corps, Army of the on edn . ne 4 

Ass’t Surgeon T. A. McGraw, U. 8. V., as Medical Inspector 
and Pathologist of General Ho-pitals, at Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Ass’t Surgeon J. H Janeway, U.S. A., as Surgeon in charge, 
Depot Hospitals, Point of Rocks, Va. 

Ass’t Surgeon James Collins, U. 8. V., to General Hospital, 
White House, Va. 

Asst Surgeon L. I), Sheets, U. 8. V., to 4th N. Y. Heavy 
Artillery, Artillery Brigade, 2d Corps, Army of the Potomac. 

Surgeon R. Niccolls, U. 8. V., as Surgeon in charge, General 
Fieid Hospital, Chattanooga. Tenn. 

Ass’t Surgeon A, B. Chapin, U.S. V., to Artillery Brigade, 
10th Army Corps. 

‘ Surgeon G. S Palmer, U. 8. V., as Medical Director at 
Annapolis, Md. 

Surgeon J. D. Strawbridge, U. 8. V., to 18th Army Corps. 

Ass’t Surgeon A. I. Comfort, U. 8. V., as Surgeon in charge, 
Post Hospital, Columbia, Tenn. 

Surgeon A. M. Clark, U. S. V., to Head Quarters of Lieut. 
General Graut. 

Surgeon James M. Laing, U. 8S. V., as Sutgeon in charge, 
6th Corps Hospital, White House, Va. . 

Surgeon L. D. Harlow, U. 8S. V., as Surgeon in charge, Gen- 
eral Hospital, Lookout Mountain, Tenn. 

Surgeon J. H. Grove, U. 8. V., as Surreon in charge, Post 
Hospitals, Camp Douylas, Illinois. 

Ass’t Surgeon H. Z. Gill, U. 8. V., as Executive Officer, 
General Hospital, Camp Dennison, Vhio. 


Leaves of Absence, 


Hospital Chaplain N. West, U.S. A., for three days, with 
permission to visit Washington. 


Discharges, Dismissals, &c, 


Hospital Steward Wm. H. Cook, U. S. A., dishonorably dis- 
charged for geueral bad conduct. 

Asst Surgeon Alonzo Buothby, 2d U. 8. Colored Troops, 
honorably discharged, having teudered his resiguation on Sur- 
geon’s certificate of disability. 

Ass’t Surgeon J. E. B. Ribble, 8th New Jersey Volunteers, 
to enable him to aceept another commission. 

Surgeon J Lean ter Bishop, 7th Reg’t Penna. Reserve Corps, 
mustered out aud honorably discharged from June 7, 1864, 
the term of service of his regiment having expired. 

Surgeon Eugene B. Harrison, 65th Ohio Vols., and Ass’t 
Surgeon Jasper M. Grove, 7th Indiana Cavalry, honorably 
discharged on account of physical disability, on the report of 
a Board of Otticers, 

Hospital Steward John J, Sellors, U. 8. A., dishonorably 
discharged for repeated absence without leave. 


Miscellaneous, 


The Barracks at Readville, Mass., have been turned over to 
the Medical Department, for hospital purposes. 

Plans and estimates are being prepared for the erection of 
an Eye and Ear [ofirmary at Chicago, Illinois, for the use of 
the U. S. Army Medical Department. 

Since the commencement of General Grant's campaign, 1000 
Surgeons and Nurses have been sent to the Army of the 
Potomac, of whom 194 were private physicians of the Volua- 
teer Aid Corps, 42 Contract or Acting Ass’t Surgeons, 9 regular 
Surgeons and 775 Nurses, , 





NEWS AND MISCELLANY. — 


By direction of the President, the appointment of Gustavus 
A. Bingel, as Ass’t Surgeon, U. 8. Vols.,is revoked, he having 
deelined to accept his commission as such, on account of phys- 
ical disability. 


Regular Naval Orders. 


Ass’t Surgeon G. H. E. Baumgarten, detached from the 
Monongahela and waiting orders. 

Ass’t Surgeon Charles S. Hubbard, ordered to the Navy 
“Yard, Boston, Mass. 

Ass’t Surgeon Charles E. Stedman, detached from the Navy 
Yard, Boston, Mass., and ordered to the Circassiaa. 


Volunteer Naval List, 


Acting Ass’t Surgeon John P. Schenck, resigned. 

Acting ass’t Surgeon J. W. Langley, ordered to the New | 
Hampshire. 

Isaiah Dewling, appointed Acting Ass’t Surgeon and ordered 
to the South Atiantic Squadron, 

Acting Ass’t Surgeon UD. J. Harris, detached from the North 
Carolina, and ordered to the Soutb Atlantic Squadron. 

Acting Ass’t Surgeon W. W. Howard, ordered tu the South 
Atlantic Squadron. 

Acting Ass't Surgeon W. N. Pindell, detached from the 
Home, and ordered North. 

Acting Ass’t Surgeon John W. Hamilton, detached from the 
Catskill, and waiting orders. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


%F} Correspondents will please bear in mind that it is just 
now exceedingly difficult to get some kinds of work done, and 
much delay is sometimes caused thereby in filling orders. 
Everything is at maximum ‘prices. Many books are out of 
print, and publishers are not issuing many new works or 
editions. Foreign buoks had better not be ordered. 

Dr. L. D. R., Vt.—Turnbull on Nervous Deafness, was 
mailed to you on the 9th. 

Dr. 8. L. C., Conn.—Siade on Diphtheria, was mailed to 
you on the ltih. 





MARRIED. 


Betron—McDowetu.—On the 26th ult., by the Rev. William 
A. MeVickar, Dr. T. Forrest Betton, of Germantown, Pa., and 
Olivia, daughter of the late Thomas McDowell, of Delaware. 

Conxot_ty— Corrman.—On Wednesday, June 15th, at the 
Church of St. Fraucis Xavier, by Rev. W. Moylan, 8. J., 
Washington A. Connolly, of New York, and Louise I., daugh- 
ter of Dr. Thomas E. H. Cottman, of New Orleans, La. 

Ginman—K emp.—On Thursday, June 16, atthe Twenty-ninth | 
Street Dutch Reformed Church, N Y., by Rev. James Vuryes, 
Dr. L. Gilman, of St. Albana, Vt, and Christiana C. Kemp, 
daughter of the late John Kemp, of Boston. 

Lorp—KissamM.—On Thursday, June 16th, at Grace Church, 
Brooklyo Heights, by Rev. E. A. Hoffman, Rector, Charles L. 
Lord, and Anua M., daughter of Daniel E. Kissam, M. D. 

LounsBuRY—SpPeLvine.—In Brooklyn, at the Charch of the 
Holy Trinity, on Tuesday, June 7th, by Rev. A. N. Littlejohn, 
D. D., Cooke Lounsbury, of Hartford, Conn.,and Miss Isabella, 
daughter of the late Dr. James Spelding, of Montpelier, Vt. 

Sexsr—AtTLez.—On Tuesday evening, June 7th, 1864, by | 
the Right Kev. Alonzo Potter, D. D., William Z. Sener, of 
Ephrata, Pa., and Sarah L., daughter of Washington L. Atlee, 
M. D., of Philadelphia. 

SaaPieigH—Lioyp.—On June 7th, 1864, by the Rev. Henry 
8. yg Chaplain, U. 8. A., Dr. E. B. shapleigh, and 
Annie 8. Lloyd, daughter of the late William Lloyd, all of 
Philadel phia. 

SHEPPARD—Woop.—In Brooklyn, at St. John’s Church, by 
Rev. George F. Seymour, Cortlandt T. sheppard, Esq , and 
Agnes Van Rensselaer Wood, daughter of the late Joseph 
Wood, M. D. 

SMALLW00D—MCLLIGAN.—At St. George’s Church, Astoria, 
L. I., on Wednesday, June 8, by Rev. Russell Trevett, D. D., 
Samuel B. Smaliwood, M. D., and Annie Thorp, eldest daughter 
of William Siulligan, Esq. 


DIED. 


Biatock.—In Mt. Zion, Macon Co., Ill, on the evening of 
the 18th of May, 1864, of puerperal peritonitis, Mrs. Panthe 
A., wife of N. G. Blalock, M. D. 

On the 16th of the same month, of cyanosis neonatorum, 
Octavia, infant daughter of the same. v 

Roney.—In Crooked Hill, Montgomery Co., Pa., on Tuesday 
mine June 7th, of consumption, Dr. Joseph Roney, father 
of Dr. W. C. Roney, in the 81st year of his aye, : 

“Or ever the silver corn be loosed, or the golden bowl be 
broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or wheel 
broken at the cistern ; then stall the dust return to the earth 





as it was; and the spirit shall return to the God who gave it.”’ 
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METEOROLOGY. 
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MORTALITY. 


Week ending 
Providence. 
Month of 


June 13. 
Week ending 


Philadelphia. 
Week endi 
New York. 
Week endi 
Baltimore. 
June 11. 


June 11, 
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Under 15 years 
Under 2 years ...... 
i snntabsntnsd -wosnces 
Deaths in 100,000... 
American ....... ° 
Foreign. 

NO@QTO .....00000-« 
Zymotic Diseases. 
Cholera, Asiatic..... 
Cholera Infantum .. 
Cholera Morbus..... 
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* BOW One: 


Erysipelas. .........00. 
Fever, Intermitten 
Fever, Rem‘ttent... 
Fever, Scarlet 
Fever, Typhoid..... 
Fever, Typhus...... 
Fever, Yellow. 
Hooping-cough...... 
Influenza.... ove 


Syphilis.... ose 
RBI ic stitcnwsnseneses 
Sporapic Disgases 
Albuminuria ......... 











Scrofala ......cccececese 
Violence and Ace’ts 


* Under 5 years. 
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BACK NUMBEBS, 

Subscribers desiring old back numbers (excepting Nos. 304) 
305, 308, 309, and 310, which are still due, and will be cen 
will please remember and send money to pay for them, an 
for postage, as many of the numbers are growing scarce, and 
we have to pre-pay the postage, two cents a number. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

For the information of those who are not authors, we will 
state that MANUSCRIPT INTENDED FOR PUBLICATION MUST BB 
WRITTEN ON BUT ONE SIDE of the sheet. If greater care was 
taken in the preparation of copy, much trouble would be 
me +5 to printers, and mistakes would rarely or never be 
made. 
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